
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.398

By Representative Gasada

and

Senators Beavers, Johnson, Ford, illarrero, Yager. Finney

A RESOLUTION designating May 12, 2Ð4,1 , as "Fibromyalgia Awareness Day" in
Tennessee.

WHEREAS, at estimated 10 million Americans have been diagnosed with fibromyalEia,
with most of those d¡agnosed being women; and

WHEREAS, fibromyalgia is a chronic pain disorder that is becorning an increasingly
common diagnosis and is taking a toll ernotionaiiy financiaily. and socialiy on patients and their
families, friends, coworkers, and communities, anci

WHEREAS, many paiients wiih fibromyalgia consuii ;'nultiple healthcare providers anci
often live with the pain for years before it is prope:"ly diagnosed ani managed; anci

WHEREAS, fibromyalgia continues to be poorly uncjerstood but is a real dlsease that
devasiates patients and families; and

WHEREAS, presently, there is no cure for fibrornyalgia, but there are treati"nenis which
can help, and many people have found ways io develop a gooci quaiity of life while iiving with
the disease; and

WHEREAS, the chronically ill piace a lai"ger bu¡"den on ihe healihcare indusii-y, the
insurance industry, and business i¡¡hich must cove¡" the costly expenses associated w¡th the¡i'
treatment, medications, and hospitaiizations, and

WHEREAS, increased awareness of the realities of fibromyaigia will allow for a better
support structure for sufferers of the disease; and

WHEREAS, there are corìrmon insurance barriei's which inrpede access to pain oa¡'e íor
those with fibromyalgia, and ihese barriers promoie undue suf,ering anci unireaiec,
undertreated, or inappropriately treated pain: now, therefore.

BE IT RESOLVED BY TIJF I+OUSE OF REPRES=NTATIV=S OF ÏÌ-I= ON= -i-¡î\=R==
SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEI/¡3LY OF T-E STATã Gi '|ENN=SS=E, iilÉ SÊÑAî=
CONCURR|NG, ihat we hereby designaie \fiay i2, 20it, as "Fibromyaigia A.rnva¡eness Ûa1;" ir':

Tennessee, and encourage the citizens cf this Staie tc suppcn the seai'ch lor a ci;re for
fibromyalgia and to assist those who rnust cope with ihis cievasiating discidei'.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an eppropriate copy cf this resolution be prepared
for presentation with this final clause orniited iioni s'.:ch copy'.
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ADOPTED: MAY 21,2011

t-tousE JorNT RESoLUTION NO. _399_

APPROVED this

BETH HARWELL, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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BILL HASLAM, GOVERNOR


